
FORTIN KALI PEDAL 2025 

Meet the KALI PREAMP/DISTORTION – the next evolu�on in For�n tone.

Hot off the heels of the game-changing NATAS and MESHUGGAH pedals, KALI is
the third installment in our preamp series, bringing the fire of our legendary

amps straight to your pedalboard. Inspired by the iconic Fortin Cali Amp - born
from Mike Fortin’s deep roots in amp modding (and a nod to Jose Arredondo’s

revolutionary work), KALI captures everything from vintage Plexi sparkle all the
way to full-throttle modern metal mayhem.

This pedal doesn’t just bring the thunder - it defines it. With switchable gain
modes (VINT, RAW, SAT), a three-position bright switch for each gain control, and

an active 3-band EQ, KALI puts a universe of tones at your feet. With the
addition of an extra stomp for even more gain, you've got a tool that outclasses

every M-style preamp out there.

Kali - A vintage founda�on honoring decades of design with modern enhancement.
Be unlimited.



®

FORTIN KALI PEDAL 2025

WARRANTY
For the full and up-to-date informa�on about the For�n warranty, please visit our website - www.for�namps.com. 
You can also email us at info@for�namps.com.

VINT MODE - 70s Classic Rock...
The golden age of M driven rock! 

SAT MODE - ERG Heaven...
Full gain, ideal for your 7 or 8 string!

SAT MODE - Heavy Metallic Crunch...
This is where you start your journey to chugz!

RAW MODE - Glassy... 
Vintage M tones, glassy. Hit CH 2 (RED) for solo 
push.

RAW MODE - Modded 80s Rock...
The 80s modded rhythm, Hit CH 2 (RED) for solo 
push.

VINT MODE - Arena
Hit CH 2 (RED) for those wailing solos!

To ensure you get the absolute best out of your new KALI pedal, we strongly recommend you take 
some �me just playing with it to get to know the controls and how they react. Yes, that is right, 
we want you to play with it as much as possible!
This pedal has a lot of features that all work together to forge the tone. They all react with each 
other so remember to keep tweaking un�l you find YOUR tone. Please note, GAIN 1 is only active 
on CH2 (Red channel).
BASS - An ac�ve Bass control that can add as well as cut bass frequencies.
MID - An ac�ve Mid range control that can add as well as cut mid-range frequencies.
TREBLE - An ac�ve Treble control that can add as well as cut treble frequencies.
MASTER - Output level of the pedal.
GAIN 2 - The main gain stage. Works on both RED and GREEN channels.
GAIN 1 - Second gain (cascaded before GAIN 2) stage that only works on RED (CH 2) channel.

STOMPS
CH 1/2 - Changes between channel 1 and 2. Channel 2 (RED), has considerably more gain due to 
the added gain stage (GAIN 1) being ac�ve. 
ON - Turns the pedal on/off. 

MASTER SWITCH
VINT - This is where you will find the most “vintage sound and feel” of the pedal, some bounce is 
added and a slight level of compression that makes the pedal feel like a Plexi - think chimey 
Hendrix all the way to live Kossof (and beyond) - when CH 2 is selected, a modern sounding 
“mod” response/tone is added to the circuit that takes you straight to the birth of modern, 
modded, high gain.
RAW - This is the “loudest” of the three se�ngs. There are no addi�onal gain/brightness/com-
pression stages added, this is the pedal in its most natural state.
SAT - The classic For�n satura�on, at lower levels the volume will drop and the satura�on is 
obvious. As you turn the LEVEL knob clockwise, the volume drop is less no�ceable, but the level 
of compression will increase, giving you that HUGE ‘tube-amp-being-pushed-to-its-limits’ feel.

BRIGHT SWITCHES (one for each gain control)
1 (Le�) - Adds a level of brightness to the gain control, giving a similar tone and response of a 
vintage Plexi amp.
0 (Middle) - No addi�onal brightness, this is the pedal in its most natural state.
2 (Right) - Adds a level of brightness to the gain control, giving a similar tone and response of a 
2203 (800) amp.

KALI in - Signal enters the pedal here...
KALI out - ... and exits here (for best results, plug into the “FX Return” / “Power Amp In” of your 
amp).

POWER - 9vDC center pin negative (fully regulated) external adaptor/power supply ONLY. Power 
draw - 115mA. MOSFET input protection in the event of wrong adaptor is connected, this prevents 
internal circuit damage (the pedal will not power up).

SUGGESTED SETTINGS: 
These are only recommended settings, use them as a guide starting point for when you 
are chasing YOUR own tone!

 


